Three-year outbreak of pseudobacteremia with Burkholderia cepacia traced to a contaminated blood gas analyzer.
Between November 1990 and June 1993, Burkholderia cepacia was isolated from the blood cultures of 13 neonates born at the Ottawa General Hospital. Eight of the 13 neonates appeared symptomatic, and only 4 were treated with appropriate antimicrobial therapy, but all improved clinically. In August 1993, the blood gas analyzer in the neonatal intensive-care unit was found to be contaminated heavily with B cepacia. Eight available patient isolates were identical to the isolates recovered from the blood gas analyzer by ribotyping analysis. Infection control measures were implemented to prevent future contamination of the analyzer, and no further cases have been identified.